Dear *oger, A/V)/m 

appreciate you letter of the ninth. I*d planned to respond shortly but do it 
now to answer your 4/11 questions. 

A puropos of your appreciation of this area, which despite the freezes at night 
now has more blooms th t you saw, .Jerry KcShight and I were talkljig aaout tills last 
night. Vo celeoated ~i_i * s liberation, the four of us, wrth dinner at a new ifexican 
(family operation} restaurant. With four ample meals that wereq quite good and three 
bottles of Carta Blanca, a fine Mexican beer if you are not familiar with it, the h-m 
was about B 30 . another of our area assets! Jerry, who come;: from what then was a fine 
sections of Philadelphia, was an undergraduate at Penn State, took: hla doctor's at 
Maryland and lived at Greenbelt before moving here, and has travelled much, does not 
want to live anywhere else, he likes it that much. So does his wife. You'll meet them 
when you return because you'll have more time. Jerry is probably the most popular prof 
at ijood. He has earned that rep. 

Whan mis takingly the ^pkins surgeon told me not to drive , I mi 3 aod only a day 
or ti.o of some walking therapy, ‘oung men who work at the mall cjuae for me before g»" »e 
to work and I was taken home by others there for the same purpose as I am. for a couple 
of moruhs. And nobody would take any pay. (l H *jave the two young mall maintai nance workers 
' gifts, though. J 

On a different matt*. • X've been annotating rjelanaon's The Murkln Conspiracy. 

I cannot explain why Koch and Ranftel withheld from Hylvia. I'm not surprised 
at fenftol. I think I told you cy experience, which he has denial to M ocli but not to me, 
and X can tell you tliat he sent me nothing and asked me notliing when ho was going over 
those records. Ho knew I had them but he also knew it was impossible to read all of them 
rapidly, Hoch, as you may know, remains hung up on bifton, Has been for years, and, I 
understand, lias adopted some strange beliefs he has not shared with me. Vile; Specter's 
single-bullet theory. 

X have no clear recollection of CE 1126 and am not rereading it because I do not 
believe it will illuminate the dark area you mention. I think a clue may bo hi;! know- 
ledge that tho VfC had no interest in him and his recognition of how unusual that was. 

If you do not know the titles of the various FBI files X tliink you might want to 
make a card file on them. If you don^t have a list of their file classifications, I can 
provide one for the period of interest and Lesar can provide the newest, winch is of no 
particular interest to me. b2 is admi n istrative inquiry. 1 09060 is the main JTX assassi- 
nation file. 109090 is, and. I emphasise the actual title, ldaison with the W .iron 
Commission. I've identified at least one other ffii Commission file (these are both Iki) 
and my appeals rare ignored. Tlie "orf-ginal" is known at; the "record" copy and it is 
almost indexed. Hie duplicates are not and are, inconsistently. They are not as "Hot 
deco rued" to uistinguiah them from the record or indexed copy. The abbreviation is 
SR .iith a number and ff, in d i c a ting its presence in the aeriil arrangement, so many past 
or following the serial that is numbered. 

„ £ have a small and entirely incomplete 3x5 file on FBI personnel. It says that 

Bartlett was liaison with the Secfet Service, I am not aware of tuiy low-level liaison 
with the White House so I presume Barkley used '“artieit to tell the Fill what he wanted 
to tell it. JUid that it was, as he saw it, self-serving. We can guess his motives but 
have nothing more of which 1 know to go on. Cover— the— as 3 . 

You i omul there was no enclosure with the copy I made for subject file. 1 suggest 
that when you return you have the serial identification and ws check the copies X got. I 
cay have overlooked making a copy, omitted, it by accicont, or intended what you found 
only as a reference to the complete file. 

If I were to guess why Burkley is not listed by the FBI as at the autopsy it is 


possibly because he was not ther all the tine, wa in and out. I think there are others 
the FBI amenta did not list hut X’a not now clear on who or why. 

Xt does appear to he odd that Hanlon asked Boson, to obtain B uxjHe y*s loeno hut 

he my have had his ora reasons and it nay he that the FBI did perform such chores for 
the Commission* 

Whether or not on its initiative the Navy started sending?: things to Buiteley/SS. 

X have a letter fro;i it saying they did not retain anything, a violation of regulations. 

It may have been Barkley * 3 idea that the S3 have those records if he had no secure place 
in which to keep them The doce nts he endorsed that X recall are those within his 
responsibility as physician to the president- 

I don t think that what the domoission used that did not have his endorsements 
were redcated. X think they are copies made from the originals before he got them and 

thur> could have have held his endorsements. I an sure Rankin et al preferred to avoid 

those endorsements X found. 

1 also believe he would have signed a copy of Ills statement# 

I tlsink the questions you ask about this are answered as well as we can now by 

the fact that Rankin went out of Ids way not to call Burkley when he knew he should liave 

and his use of the unsized copies wlien he had the signed originals. Ranking own purposes# 

X agree also that tills is wrong that the S3 sirould have a record. I 1 !! return to 

this. It my be difficult to follow under FOX A, it nay ba worthwhile, but I’m not in a 
position to do it. 


X dxd not Know that Epstoinker, my name tliat Sylvia liked, has this new book out. 
Might be interesting to sse what he has to say and how hs angles it# 

Now, what * know about this SO end, as beat ~ c n now recall it: 

K&Xlcy got perhaps embarrassed by my letters and there came a tine ho invited ms 
in to aee him# When I got there Goff* if X recall the xuime correctly, SS general counsel* 
and I think another or other agents were with him# The others were more or less un- 
friendly or unwilling participants but I can't say this about Kelley# We made a deal that 
if they would make certain thinks available to me, iiiclmlii^g the autopsy records, 1 sould 
not sue 33=1 gave my word and I kept it and X learned that of all things the Archives 
blocked Ills efforts , A think with DJ involved. He made an effort to keep his word and I 
felt bound. X also regarded it as quit exceptional for the Archives to intrude. I have 
some records tiiat may b ar on tills in the Arcliives records on me that it let ms have* 
perhaps not all they had. He later told mo that he had transferred everything the S3 had 
to the Archives. Later, and * don t now recall why* i decided that they had held some 
task* n ayve it was records in certain areas only. X don't know# 

I gave ry word and X would have kept it, b^t in retrospect, anu. I'm not at all 
sure this then entered my thinking or decision, I wonder if my knowledge that the FBI saw 
to it tlrnt 33 was frozen out of the investigation made me somewhat sympathetic to the 
position in which it found itself# If you arc not aware of this, it was in an area of 
considerable interest toj^ me. X think we should discuss this further when you are gore. 

As soon as the N.OL FBI learned that the S3 was cocking Oswald's literature out it asked 
or told the N# 0 # 33 to hold off. Xt did get in touch with HJ& and that 33 be called 
off. 3S lit* h c^ird from FBIH* and it ealIM its local agents off. Ho w the FBI got triggered 
by this I uor* t know but X can tell you the results of my o:.n investigation of that matter. 
Provocative indeed. 

(in still another : fitter about hi eh X have no personal feeling or resentment, now 
^hat you have seen what x have and that X can supervise or even observe what others are 
interested in, can you find a reason that satisfies you that itichter refused to even ask 
to see what I have on the area of hi : professed interest to bin "esar, the scientific 


Resting? X don o t recall that wo ever had any disagreement, but should^ any have stopped him? 


